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The sun is
eclipsed by
the moon and
the sun's
corona can
be seen in
Deep Creek,
Bryson City,
North
Carolina,
during a total
solar eclipse
on Aug. 21,
2017. JOSEPH

FORZANO/PALM

BEACH POST FILE

LEFT: Joshua
Purnell views
the 2017 total
solar eclipse
from
Jupiter’s
Dubois Park.
PALM BEACH

POST FILE

Where will you be for the total solar eclipse?
Some locals are headed to Texas

Kimberly Miller Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

N
ext month, Rick Kupfer will travel to

Texas Hill Country for the first time.

He’ll set up some lawn chairs about an

hour northwest of Austin near a place

where the Buchanan Dam holds back the Colorado

River and where for more than four minutes on

April 8 the afternoon sun will turn coal black.

See ECLIPSE, Page 38A
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PBC waste-to-energy plants at risk

Mike Diamond Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

Stricter air emission standards could
cause Palm Beach County to shutter its
billion-dollar waste-to-energy plants,

forcing it instead to truck its waste to
landfills outside the county.

At issue are new standards proposed
by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, standards that are “unachiev-
able,” according to Dan Pellowitz, exec-
utive director of the county’s Solid
Waste Authority. Pellowitz detailed the
impact of the new regulations at a re-
cent SWA board meeting.

No state in the country processes
more solid waste through waste-to-en-
ergy plants than Florida. They divert
waste from landfills to generate energy
from the combustion of municipal solid
waste. In addition to the two in Palm
Beach County, others are located in Mi-
ami-Dade, Broward, Hillsborough, Lee,
Pinellas and Pasco counties. The city of
Tampa also operates one.

“This looks like an effort to make it
impossible to operate waste-to-energy
plants in this country,” Pellowitz said. “It
is not what the rest of the world is doing.
This is a major step backwards.”

The EPA announced the proposal in
early January 2024 for large facilities
like the ones in Palm Beach County that 

EPA rules may see material
trucked out of the county

See WASTE, Page 37A

RAFAH, Gaza Strip – Israel has es-
sentially endorsed a framework of a
proposed Gaza cease-fire and hostage
release deal, and it is now up to Hamas
to agree to it, a senior U.S. administra-
tion official said Saturday, a day before
talks to reach an agreement were to re-
sume in Egypt.

International mediators have been
working for weeks to broker a deal to
pause the fighting before the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan begins around
March 10. A deal would also likely allow
aid to reach hundreds of thousands of
desperate Palestinians in northern Ga-
za who aid officials worry are under
threat of famine.

The Israelis “have more or less

See ISRAEL, Page 36A

US: Israel
agrees to
cease-fire
framework
Deal includes pause in
fighting, hostage release

Wafaa Shurafa and Samy Magdy
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Deputies arrested a suburban Boca
Raton man who they say threatened to
“hunt down” and kill two judges and a
prosecutor involved in his domestic vi-
olence and stalking cases years earlier.

John Mandia, 54, posted a series of
profanity-laden messages on his Face-
book page Monday promising to “go
down in that blaze of glory” to punish
the jurists he deemed responsible for
his legal woes, according to his arrest
report.

See THREATS, Page 34A

Threats to
hunt, kill
judges land
man in jail
Boca resident allegedly
targeted prosecutor, too

Hannah Phillips
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK
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burn municipal solid waste. If finalized,
EPA says the updated standards would
reduce emissions of nine pollutants, in-
cluding smog- and soot-forming sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxides, by approxi-
mately 14,000 tons per year, improving
air quality for overburdened communi-
ties living near these facilities.

Pellowitz said there is no scientific
evidence demonstrating health risks as-
sociated with waste-to-energy facili-
ties. According to the Florida Waste to
Energy Coalition, waste-to-energy is a
technologically advanced means of
waste disposal that reduces greenhouse
gases — particularly methane — by
eliminating emissions from landfills. In
Florida, waste-to-energy annually re-
duces greenhouse gas emissions by
more than 6.5 million tons of CO2.

The EPA defended the changes in a
press release, saying they are needed to
advance environmental justice by im-
proving air quality in minority commu-
nities overburdened by pollution.

After accounting for compliance
costs, EPA estimated the net present
value of health benefits from the pro-
posed rule, because of reductions in
particulate matter and ozone, to be up to
$14 billion (in 2022 dollars) over 20
years. EPA, in an email to The Palm
Beach Post, said it believes the benefits
from the rule will far outweigh the costs
associated with compliance.

Fifty-seven facilities in the U.S. that
process a minimum of 250 tons per day
of municipal solid waste would be af-
fected, including the two in Palm Beach
County along with eight others in Flori-
da. Nearly 4 million Americans live
within three miles of these large facili-
ties, which are disproportionately locat-
ed in low-income communities and
communities of color, according to EPA.

Where are the SWA plants
in Palm Beach County?

Pellowitz, however, said EPA grossly
underestimated the increased annual
operating costs that the waste-to-ener-
gy plants would incur. They would force
the expenditure of more than $60 mil-
lion. For the SWA, one of its plants may
be closed by 2034, and it makes no
sense to invest heavily in it now, Pello-
witz noted, adding the two waste-to-en-

ergy plants operate within acceptable
emission limits. 

The two Solid Waste Authority (SWA)
plants in Palm Beach County are on Jog
Road just west of West Palm Beach and
Riviera Beach. They process about 2
million tons of municipal solid waste a
year. They generate enough electricity
to power more than 60,000 homes. The
first plant opened in 1989; the second in
2015 (the last waste-to-energy plant
built in the U.S.)

According to the SWA, among resi-
dents living within three miles of the
plants, 36% are Black and 43% white
but Pellowitz noted that when the deci-
sion was made in the 1980s to locate the
SWA’s facilities, the demographics were
vastly different. The three-mile radius
was 78% white and 20% Black when the
first plant opened in 1989.

The SWA spent more than $1 billion to
build the two facilities. It says the one
that opened in 2015 is “the most ad-
vanced, efficient, cleanest and greenest
waste-to-energy power plant in the
world.”

Joe Kilsheimer, executive director of
the Florida Waste to Energy Coalition,
an advocacy group that represents the
operators of waste-to-energy plants in
the state, said he fears that EPA has al-
ready made up its mind and intends to
adopt the proposed rules without any
changes.

“I am not hopeful. We have reached
out to EPA to give our side but they do
not seem to want to hear from us,” he
said, noting that the EPA has refused to

even extend the comment deadline of
March 25. He and Pellowitz said they
need more time to document the ad-
verse impacts of the rule changes. 

Kilsheimer said his state coalition
filed a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest with the EPA to obtain data used
to propose its changes. The agency re-
fused to give it any information, he said.

Both Kilsheimer and Pellowitz ques-
tioned the EPA’s authority to propose
any changes without first assessing
waste-to-energy plants to determine if
their current emissions pose a health
risk. That has not been done, they not-
ed, and should be done before the agen-
cy considers new rules.

One of the rules Pellowitz questions
is a requirement that all monitors oper-
ate 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Pellowitz called the requirement unreal-
istic, noting that monitors will some-
times go offline. They are quickly re-
paired, he noted, but to comply, the SWA
would have to spend more than
$800,000 to buy monitors to back up
the existing ones.

“It is something we would have to do,”
Pellowitz said. “I can’t willingly allow
the plant to operate in violation. My
concern is that we will sustain unavoid-
able violations.”

What are the next steps 
for the SWA? 

Pellowitz said it would be very costly
for the SWA to sue the EPA on its own
but he noted the agency would consider

joining litigation if, for example, a na-
tional trade organization or the state
challenged the EPA. The SWA also will
call on Florida’s congressional delega-
tion for help.

A spokeswoman for the EPA encour-
aged public comments to be made to its
public docket at bit.ly/eparegulations.
She said all comments will be consid-
ered when developing the final rule.

Mike Diamond is a journalist at The
Palm Beach Post , part of the USA TODAY
Network. He covers Palm Beach County
government and transportation. You
can reach him at mdiamond@pbpost
.com. Help support local journalism.
Subscribe today.

Waste
Continued from Page 1A

One of the waste-to-energy plants built by Palm Beach County’s Solid Waste Authority. SWA officials say new rules
proposed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency could force the SWA to close its two plants, which cost close to
$1 billion to build. PROVIDED BY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

Florida processes more solid waste
through its 10 waste-to-energy plants
than does any other state. Plant
operators say new onerous rules
proposed by EPA could force them to
shut down. PROVIDED BY FLORIDA WASTE
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